THE   DEMOCRACY   OF   THE   WORKSHOP        283

his advancement and bend themselves to help him. Soviet
factories exhibit the same eagerness to make men as well as
things; to educate the individual worker, to seek his
advancement, to fit and encourage him. to equip himself
progressively for higher tasks. In England we are told
that there is always room at the top. That is much more
true of the Soviet Union, and still more true is it to say ihat
the Soviet people alone and wholeheartedly seek to equip
every man or woman, boy or girl, who possesses \\ill and
ability for posts of advancing importance. That is natural
and practicable where exploitation of man by man is out-
lawed and where it is to the interest of the whole that the
potentialities of all its members should reach fulfilment.
Life contains new purpose and interest and possibility for all.
The stagnation of a class society with its closed and guarded
areas has gone.

If freedom means absence of restraint, and if the sense
of restraint comes with the recognition that a man is pre-
vented from doing what he intends to do, then a Soviet
factory possesses and cultivates the roots of real freedom,
because all intend to reach a common goal with every
possible restraint removed.

At the same time modern methods of production enforce
differences of function, and it is never easy for large numbers
of workers with widely different functions to pull together,
even if the major contradictions have all been removed.
The man who designs may expect too much of the available
machinery and materials, the manager too much of the
artisans, the artisans too much of the labourers. How shall
day-to-day differences of opinion be met and grievances
ventilated? In particular, in what way can those in
lower categories of labour criticize and advise those who
exercise advisory and managerial functions ?

These are crucial and practical questions, and the Soviet
Union has not been slow in seeking solutions. In the
Soviet factory there are branches of three public organiza-
tions which serve the purpose of stimulus, advice, or cor-
rection : the Trade Union, the Communist Party cell, and
the Young Communist League.

The Trade Union, though similar in name to its British